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Females Featured 2 composer competition: winners from an international field of participants have been announced

As a composition competition, “Females featured” offers women their own stage: for the second time since 2022, female composers were invited to submit works in the categories chamber choir, women's vocal ensemble and youth choir to the expert jury headed by Prof. Enjott Schneider. The winners from the international field of participants have now been chosen. The world premiere of the winning works will take place on Saturday, October 18, 2025, as part of the concert series Tübinger Motette - Geistliche Abendmusik in cooperation with the Tübinger Komponistinnenfest. 

The theme of this year's competition is “Anima(l): Soul - Animal - Creation”. In addition to prize money and the performance, the package also includes the publication of the winning pieces. The Archiv Frau und Musik (Frankfurt/Main) is the initiator of the competition in cooperation with Carus Verlag; partners are the Badische Chorverband, the Baden-Württembergische Sängerbund, the Schwäbische Chorverband, the Verband deutscher KonzertChöre Landesverband Baden-Württemberg and the city of Tübingen. 

International field of participants in three categories

The jury was presented with a high-caliber and diverse field of new choral music: entries came from 21 countries of origin, currently based in 16 different countries. The initiators and jury are delighted that the competition has gained in popularity in its second round. The age range extends from 20 to 75 years. Pieces for chamber choir, female vocal ensemble and youth choir were submitted in a total of nine languages.
The following pieces were awarded prizes:

Youth choir category 
1st place: Elisa Schmelkes: Jay
3rd place: Camille van Lunen: Morgenstern-Zyklus

Female vocal ensemble category:
1st place: Mona Rasenberger: Butterfly and Rose
2nd place: Susanne Wagner: Selkie
3rd place: Tina Ternes: The soul is like the wind

Chamber choir category:
3rd place: Birke J. Bertelsmeier: Le chat
3rd place: Jutta Michel-Becher Anima(l)
3rd place: Rucsandra Popescu: Devouring time (Tempus edax)

The jury is also awarding a special cross-category prize, which goes to Katharina Schwaller for her choral piece “Anima”. 

The prizewinners come from Germany, Great Britain, Romania, Mexico and the Netherlands. The successful compositions will receive cash prizes in all three categories, while the first prizes and the special prize will be rewarded with a publication by the renowned Carus publishing house and a performance of all prize-winning works on Saturday, October 18, 2025, as part of the concert series Tübinger Motette -Geistliche Abendmusik in cooperation with the Tübinger Komponistinnenfest. If you are unable to attend the performance, you can find the works in a live recording later on the Archiv Frau und Musik YouTube channel. This publication is also part of the package for the prizewinners, which creates visibility and brings the award-winning pieces closer to interested choir conductors. 

The performing ensembles are the Ensemble Horizons (directed by Matthias Klosinski), the boys' choir collegium iuvenum Stuttgart (directed by Sebastian Kunz) and the Ensemble VocaBella (directed by Monika Zacharias).  

Strengthening female composers in the choral scene 

In addition to the directors of the ensembles, the initiators Inga Brüseke, Tristan Meister and Mary Ellen Kitchens (Archiv Frau und Musik, Frankfurt/Main) are members of the jury, all of whom are experts in choral music. The jury is chaired by Prof. Dr. Enjott Schneider, composer and former Chairman of the Supervisory Board of GEMA and until recently President of the German Composers' Association. “The entries were of the highest quality,” said the jury chairman enthusiastically. The jury made further commendatory recommendations, again showing a very diverse field in terms of origin and age.

According to studies, there is an urgent need to increase the visibility of female composers and raise awareness of the profession. “Females Featured” therefore works on several levels. In addition to prize money to recognize the achievement, the works are performed and made known to a broad circle of female choir conductors via the associations and publication on social media. With the possibility of publication by Carus-Verlag, the works will be accessible and available in the long term. The Archiv Frau und Musik will include all submitted scores in its music collection and keep them available for choral repertoire research.

Partner  

The competition was initiated by the Archiv Frau und Musik (Frankfurt)

Cooperation partners are Carus-Verlag and the concert series Tübinger Motette - Geistliche Abendmusik in cooperation with the Tübinger Komponistinnenfest as well as the Badischer Chorverband e. V., Schwäbischer Chorverband e. V. and Baden-Württembergischer Sängerbund e. V. and the Verband deutscher KonzertChöre Landesverband Baden-Württemberg
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